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Existentialism in Intizar Hussain's Fiction

Abstract:

Existentialism is essentially the philosophy of human existence. It views human life as
fundamentally unique, self-aware, and constantly engaged in self-reflection. This philosophy
emerges from the individual’s inner conflicts and personal struggles. The experiences of war,
social unrest, and rapid industrial growth have filled literature with existential concerns such
as fear, psychological confusion, lack of belonging, alienation, isolation, moral and spiritual
decay, meaninglessness, and even a longing for death.

In the backdrop of the Partition and the resulting political and social instability, these
existential traits strongly appear in Intizar Hussain’s fiction. The characters in his narratives
often suffer from existential anxiety, inner torment, and a deep sense of guilt. They grieve not
only the loss of personal identity but also the disintegration of collective or national identity.
His stories depict an atmosphere marked by helplessness, despair, stagnation, and emotional
paralysis.

Key Words: Existentialism, Intizar Hussain, isolation, identity crisis, anxiety, suffering,
despair, inertia
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"The kind of philosophy which strives to
analyze the basic structures of human

existence calling individuals to an awareness
of their existence in its essential freedom."(1)
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"This movement fights against those
intellectual and social forces which cripple,
stifle or destroy freedom. It reminds men of
their most basic inner problems and calls
them away from stifling abstractions and
automatic conformity."(2)
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